~- NEWS from the 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


IN THIS ISSUE: 


Office of Information 
and Public Affairs 


Week of March 5, 1990 


STATE AND REGIONAL UNEMPLOYMENT IN 1989 


OSHA CALLS FOR NOMINATIONS FOR 
CONSTRUCTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


CONSUMER PRICE INDEX -- JANUARY 1990 


FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 





REGIONAL INFORMATION OFFICES 
The U.S. Department of Labor operates through 10 regional offices 


located in major cities across the country. 


If you want a local angle on a 


news or feature story provided through this service--or have a direct news 
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Washington 


Sherrie Moran 
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Ernest E. Sanchez 
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1961 Stout St. 


Denver, CO 80294 
303-844-4235 


Joe B. Kirkbride 
Suite 1035 
71 Stevenson St. 
ran » CA 94105 
414-744-6673 


Mike Shimizu 

Room 805 

1111 Third Ave. Bldg 
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GIONAL UNEM YMENT I 89 


WASHINGTON -- Unemployment rates for 1989 were lower 
in 33 states than in 1988, according to annual average estimates 
released by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department 
of Labor. The national unemployment rate for all civilian 
workers declined from 5.5 to 5.3 percent over this period. 


Unemployment rate disparities between regions of the 
country continued to be evident, although less so than in 1988. 
For the four major regions, the rates ranged from a low of 4.5 
percent in the Northeast to 5.7 percent in the South; the range 
in 1988 was from 4.0 to 6.1 percent. The differences were larger 
for the nine sub-divisions, with jobless rates ranging from 3.9 
percent in New England to 6.8 percent in the West South Central. 
(See table 1, which includes a listing of the states included in 

each Census region and division.) 


The convergence of unemployment rates between 1988 and 1989 
was most evident among the states. (See chart 1.) Those which 
had the highest rates in 1988, such as Louisiana, West Virginia, 
and Alaska, showed pronounced drops in 1989, while many states 
with the lowest rates, particularly in New England, experienced 
rising unemployment. In all, thirty-five states had unemployment 
rates in 1989 that were closer to the national average rate than 
was the case in 1988. 


States with 1989 unemployment rates higher than the 
national average were concentrated in the south, the highly 
industrialized midwest, and in states heavily engaged in oil, 
gas, and mineral extraction. Lower-than-average rates were 
grouped in the northeast, down the east coast, and in the 
northern plains states. (See map.) 


Six states had unemployment rates of 7 percent or higher in 
1989, four fewer than in 1988. West Virginia, with a rate of 8.6 
percent, replaced Louisiana as the state with the highest 
unemployment rate; Hawaii, at 2.6 percent, had the lowest rate, 
replacing New Hampshire. The largest year-to-year increases 
occurred in New Hampshire (from 2.4 to 3.5 percent) and Rhode 
Island (from 3.1 to 4.1 percent). Louisiana experienced the 
largest decrease with a drop of 3.0 percentage points, from 10.9 
to 7.9 percent. 
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NOTE: The 1988 population and labor force estimates have 
been revised to reflect updated state population estimates used 
as controls for the Current Population Survey. Unemployment 
rates were unaffected by these revisions. 


All estimates presented in this release, except those for 
Puerto Rico, were derived from the Current Population Survey, a 
sample survey of about 60,000 households conducted monthly for 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics by the Bureau of the Census. A 
description of the survey and information about the reliability 
of the state estimates appear in Geographic Profile of Employment 
and Unemployment, 1988, Bulletin 2327. 
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Week of March 5, 1990 


OSHA CALLS FOR NOMINATIONS FOR 


CONSTRUCTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE 


WASHINGTON -- The Labor Department's Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration is requesting nominations by March 15, 
1990, for its Advisory Committee on Construction Safety and 
Health. 


The committee advises the Secretary of Labor on occupational 
safety and health in construction. Members of the committee 
include five employee representatives, five employer 
representatives, two state representatives, two public 
representatives and a federal representative. Each member serves 
a two-year term and all current members' terms expire June 30, 
1990. 


Interested persons or organizations may nominate candidates 
by sending a letter stating the membership category for which the 
person is recommended. The nomination should include a resume of 
the nominee's background, experience and qualifications, date and 
place of birth, current address, telephone number and Social 
Security number, 


The nomination letter must state that the nominee is aware 
of the nomination, is willing to serve on the committee, is able 
to be present at meetings and appears to have no conflict of 
interest which would preclude committee membership. 


Nomination letters should be submitted no later than March 
15 to Tom Hall, OSHA Division of Consumer Affairs, Room N-3647, 
U.S.Department of Labor; 200 Constitution Ave., N.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20210. 


Notice of the call for nominations appeared in the Feb. 12 
Federal Register. 
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THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--JANUARY 1990 


The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 
rose 1.0 percent before seasonal adjustment in January to a level 
of 127.4 (1982-84=100), the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the 
U.S. Department of Labor reported today. For the 12-month period 
ended in January, the CPI-U increased 5.2 percent. 


The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and 
Clerical Workers (CPI-W) also increased 1.0 percent in January 
prior to seasonal adjustment. The January 1990 CPI-W level of 
125.9 was 5.2 percent higher than the index in January 1989. 


CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U rose 1.1 percent 
in January. This compares with an average monthly increase of 
0.4 percent in 1989 and was the largest advance since a 1.1 
percent rise in June 1982. Increases in food and energy prices 
accounted for over 60 percent of the January advance in the 
overall CPI-U. In particular, record monthly increases were 
recorded in the indexes for fuel oil and fruits and 
vegetables--up 26.3 and 10.2 percent, respectively--and gasoline 
prices rose 7.7 percent. Excluding food and energy, the CPI rose 


0.6 percent in January, after increasing 0.3 percent in December. 


# # # 
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The first state Department of Labor was formed in 1901 in 
New York, according to "Labor Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor 
Department publication. 


The U.S. Department of Labor first assumed cabinet status in 
1913 with William Wilson as its Secretary, according to "Labor 
Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor Department publication. 


*# # # 


The first woman cabinet member was Frances Perkins, named 
Secretary of Labor in 1933, according to "Labor Firsts in 
America," a U.S. Labor Department publication. Perkins was the 
first Secretary of Labor to not belong to a union and the first 
to have a college education. 








